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ACRONYMS

Acronym Meaning Acronym Meaning
AAG Assistant Attorney General JMHCP Justice and Mental Health
ABA American Bar Association Collaboration Program
ATF Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, NCVS National Crime Victimization
Firearms, and Explosives Survey
AWA Adam Walsh Child Protection and NDCI National Drug Court Institute
Safety Act of 2006 NIEM National Information Exchange
BIA Bureau of Indian Affairs Model
BJA Bureau of Justice Assistance Nl National Institute of Justice
BJS Bureau of Justice Statistics NTTAC National Training and Technical
BOP Bureau of Prisons Assistance Center
CASA Court Appointed Special Advocate OAAG Office of the Assistant Attorney
CASOM Comprehensive Approaches to General
Sex Offender Management 0JJDP Office of Juvenile Justice and
CFR Code of Federal Regulations Delinquency Prevention
CFDA Catalog for Federal Domestic OJP Office of Justice Programs
Assistance ONDCP Office of National Drug Control
Policy
COPS Community Oriented Policing oVC Office for Victims of Crime
Services OVW Office on Violence Against
DIAMD Digital Identity and Access Women
Management Directory RFA Request for Applications
DHS Department of Homeland RFB Request for Bid
Security RFI Request for Information
DOJ Department of Justice REP Request for Proposal
DOL Department of Labor SAA State Administering Agency
DRP Data Resources Program SAM System for Award Management
DUNS Data Universal Numbering System SANE Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner
GPRA Government Performance and SAR Suspicious Activity Reporting
Results Act of 1993 SAVIN Statewide Automated Victim
HHS Dep:?\rtment of Health and Human Information and Notification
Services SISP State Justice Statistics Program
HUD Department of Housing and
Urban Development
IAA Interagency Agreement
ICAC Internet Crimes Against Children
JAG (Edward Byrne Memorial) Justice
Assistance Grant
JIS Justice Information Sharing
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Definitions

Acknowledgment Letter: A grant recipient sends an acknowledgment letter to the donor expressing
appreciation for a gift and identifying its use. It may be a form letter, but it is usually personalized.

Advisory Board: An advisory board comprises a group of influential and prominent individuals whose
association with a development program is calculated to lend luster and implied endorsement of the
program’s goals and objectives.

Appropriation(s): The act of appropriating, setting apart, or assigning funding for a particular use; specifically,
an act of a legislature authorizing money to be paid from the treasury for a special use.

Block/formula awards are awarded to States to aid State and local government units in implementing
programs that meet legislative requirements.

Break foods consist of cookies, sodas, fruits, or other snack items and may be served at a training program,
meeting, or conference.

Breaks are short pauses in an ongoing informational program at training, meetings, conferences, or retreats.
Typically, an all-day event may include one break during a morning session and one break during an
afternoon session.

The Budget Period is the period for which a budget is approved for an award. It may be equal to or shorter
than the project period, but it cannot be longer than the project period.

Capacity Building: Capacity building is needed to bring a nonprofit to the next level of operational,
programmatic, financial, or organizational maturity so it may more effectively and efficiently advance its
mission into the future. It is not a one-time effort to improve short-term effectiveness but a continuous
improvement strategy toward creating a sustainable and effective organization.

Competitive grant: A financial award for which a federal agency has the discretionary power to select the
recipient from among all eligible recipients; decide whether to make or not make an award based on the
programmatic, technical, or scientific content of an application; and determine the amount of funding to be
awarded (also known as discretionary grants).

Consortium: An association of two or more individuals, companies, organizations, or governments (or any
combination of these entities) to participate in a common activity or pool their resources to achieve a
common goal.

Co-occurring disorder: A co-occurring disorder, also called a dual diagnosis, occurs when an individual has
both mental health and substance abuse treatment needs.

Cooperative agreements are awarded to States, units of local government, or private organizations at the
discretion of the awarding agency. They are utilized when substantial involvement is anticipated between
the awarding agency and the recipient during the performance of the contemplated activity.
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Definitions (cont)

Corporate Giving Program: A corporate giving program is a grantmaking program established and
controlled by a for-profit corporation or company. It does not necessarily include a separate endowment.
The annual grant total is sometimes directly related to the previous year’s profits. Giving directly from
corporate profits is not subject to the same reporting restrictions as giving from private foundations. Some
companies may make charitable contributions from corporate profits, operating budgets, or company-
sponsored foundations.

Crowdfunding: Crowdfunding is a fundraising method in which an individual or organization asks many
people or the people within their network for small donations to reach a larger goal. In an online
crowdfunding campaign, the fundraiser creates a personalized page on a site (like YouHelp.com) that allows
them to collect donations, share the page via social media channels and email, and update people on their
progress.

Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS): A unique nine-character identification number provided to
businesses and organizations by the commercial company Dun & Bradstreet (D&B). Number assignment is
free and a requirement for all federal awards.

A Direct Recipient is an individual or organization that receives Federal financial assistance directly from a
federal agency.

Discretionary awards are made to states, units of local government, or private organizations at the
discretion of the awarding agency. Most discretionary awards are competitive in nature because limited
funds are available and many potential recipients. The Federal awarding agency may select the recipient
from among all eligible recipients, decide to make or not make an award based on the programmatic,
technical, or scientific content of an application, and determine the amount of funding to be provided to
carry out project activities.

Domestic travel includes travel within and between Canada and the United States and its territories
and possessions.

Draw or Drawing Down refers to the payments made by the Federal Government to the grantee that
depleted the total grant award amount. DOJ grantees draw down or receive grant funding payments through
the active grant period.

Earmark grant: A grant appropriated by Congress before a peer review. The term "earmark" refers to the
Congressional Record, where awards are written into legislation, specifically with grant applicants' names,
activities, and dollar amounts.

Epidemiological: An epidemiological study is a population study designed to examine the scientific and medical
study of the causes and transmission of disease within a population.

Evidence-Based Practice uses research and scientific studies to determine the best practices in a field.
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Definitions (cont)

Family Foundation: A family foundation derives its funds from members of a single family. Generally, family
members serve as officers or board members of the foundation and influence grantmaking decisions.

FedBizOpps: Business contracting opportunities.

Forensic science (forensics): The application of a broad spectrum of sciences to answer questions of
interest to a legal system, particularly concerning a crime or civil action.

Formula or block grant: A grant awarded directly by OJP to an eligible recipient as authorized by statute. For
formula or block grant programs, statutes or appropriations outlined in the Acts of Congress specify how the
funds will be allocated among the eligible recipients and the method by which an applicant must
demonstrate eligibility for that funding. Examples of this type of grant at OJP include the OJIDP Juvenile
Accountability Block Grants Program and the OVC VOCA Victim Compensation Formula Grants. A formula
calculates the award amount, which may vary among programs. Award calculations may consider such
factors as population, census data, juvenile offender population, and Part 1 violent crimes reported to the
FBI. Formula grant programs can be either for a specific purpose (e.g., assisting juvenile offenders) or related
to public safety in general. The dollar amount available to applicants under each program is included in the
solicitation. Each state should designate a specific recipient for state formula programs. For State formula
programs, OJP maintains a list of the designated agencies authorized by each state to administer these
programs.

Fusion Center: A terrorism prevention and response center. Fusion centers were established through a joint
project between OJP and DHS between 2003 and 2007, and information was gathered from government
sources and their private sector partners. They are designed to promote information sharing at the federal
level among agencies such as the CIA, FBI, DOJ, U.S. military branches, and state and local governments.

Geospatial: A term to describe the combination of spatial software and analytical methods.

GPRA: The Government Performance and Results Act provides the foundation for holding Federal
agencies accountable for establishing management processes and setting performance goals and
objectives that deliver results for the American taxpayer.

Grants are awarded to States, units of local government, or private organizations at the discretion of
the awarding agency or based on a formula. They support a public purpose.

The Grants Management System (GMS) is a web-based, data-driven computer application that was replaced
by the Justice Grants System beginning with FY2021 grants. All award management has been moved from
GMS to Justice Grants.

Justice Grants System supports grant application, award, and management for OJP, COPS Office, and OVW.
It comprises the following modules: applications, award processing, peer review, grant adjustment notice,
financial reporting, progress reporting, monitoring, and closeouts.

These materials are the intellectual property of the Center for Innovative Change, LLC. and may not be reprinted in whole or in part
without written permission—email requests to rmurdock@innovativechange.org.




C‘IGC Grant Writing Course

CENTER FOR Page 5 of 6
INNOVATIVE CHANGE

Definitions (cont)

Letter of Inquiry: An organization sends a letter of inquiry to a foundation or corporation to seek funding for
a project and ask the foundation or corporation to consider funding the project or receiving a full proposal.

Letter Of Intent: A letter of intent is a pledge form used by potential donors who view the pledge as a
contract. They use it to declare their intent to donate to an organization.

Match: is the recipient’s share of the project costs. Match may either be “in-kind” or “cash.” In-kind matches
include the value of donated services. The cash match includes actual cash spent by the recipient and must
have a cost related to the Federal award that is being matched. (Example: Match on administrative expenses
should be other administrative costs, not another matching on program costs).

Multidisciplinary: The involvement of two or more disciplines or professions in providing integrated and
coordinated services, including evaluation and assessment activities.

Non-governmental Organization (NGO): An NGO is a nonprofit organization that operates independently
of any government. It is a subgroup of organizations founded by citizens, including clubs and associations
that provide services to their members and others. The purpose of most NGOs is usually to address a social
or political issue.

Noncompetitive grant: A grant that resembles a contract more than a grant. Noncompetitive grants are
automatically awarded to institutions that qualify for legally defined formulas. Organizations agree to
conduct activities based on an established program to achieve a specific purpose. The organization
completesforms and assurances to secure funds.

Obligation means a legal liability to pay under a grant, subgrant, or contract determinable sums for services
or goods incurred during the grant period.

One-stop location: Providing a comprehensive selection of goods or services at a single location.

Program income means gross income earned by the recipient during the funding period as a direct result of
the award. A direct result is defined as a specific act or set of activities directly attributable to grant funds
and directly related to the goals and objectives of the project. Determinations of “direct result” will be made
by the awarding agency for discretionary grants and the State for block/formula sub-awards. Fines/penalties
are not considered program income. Program income may be used only for allowable program expenses.

The Project Period is the period for which the implementation of a project is authorized. It may be
equal to or longer than the budget period for an award, but it cannot be shorter than the budget period.

Recidivism: Relapse into criminal behavior, often after receiving sanctions or undergoing intervention
for a previous crime.

Roundtable: A meeting of peers for discussion and exchange of views.
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Definitions (cont)

Special Conditions are contractual terms and conditions that are included in your award. Examples of
special conditions include additional reports, audits, conferences, and the disposition of program income.

State Administering Agency: An agency designated and authorized to administer state formula programs.
Many OJP formula grants are awarded directly to state governments, which set priorities and allocate funds
within that state. Contact the state administering agency for more information on how a state intends to
distribute formula grant funds.

Statistical Analysis Centers (SAC): SACs are state agencies collect, analyze, and disseminate justice data.
They contribute to effective state policies through statistical services, research, evaluation, and policy
analysis.

A Subaward is an award of financial assistance in the form of money to an eligible sub-recipient or a
procurementcontract made under an award by a recipient.

A sub-recipient is an individual or organization that receives Federal financial assistance from the direct
recipient of Federal funds. This may include entities receiving funds through block or formula awards.

Supplanting is deliberately reducing state or local funds because of the existence of federal funds. For
example, when State funds are appropriated for a stated purpose, and Federal funds are awarded for that
same purpose, the State replaces its State funds with Federal funds, thereby reducing the total amount
available for the stated purpose.

Unallowable costs are those that the government is unwilling to pay as a direct charge or through an
indirect cost pool applied to the federal grant or contract. An organization is not prohibited from incurring
unallowable costs that cannot be recovered either directly or indirectly under federal grants or contracts.

Victims of Crime Act: This federal law, passed by Congress in 1984 and amended in 1988, established the
Office for Victims of Crime and created the Crime Victims Fund. The Crime Victims Fund provides non-
appropriated funds to states for victim assistance and compensation programs that offer support and
services to those affected by violent crimes.

Webinar: Short for Web-based seminar: a presentation, lecture, workshop, or seminar transmitted over the
Internet. A key feature of a webinar is its interactive element, the ability to give, receive, and discuss
information. A webinar is fundamentally different from a webcast, in which the data transmission is one-
way and does not allow interaction between the presenter and the audience.

Sources: These acronyms and definitions were compiled from a variety of sources, including:

WWW.grants.gov; www.ojp.gov; and www.grantwatch.com
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